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Chapter Ten

The Holy Prophet’s Mercy and
Kindness toward Slaves and

Servants

V
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1 1 2/1. According to Abu Dharr J^5

“The Prophet^ said to me, ‘Your servants are your brothers whom
Allah has placed under your authority, so whoever has a brother under

his authority should feed him from what he eats and clothe him with

what he wears. Do not burden them with what is too much for them

to bear. When you ask them of that (i.e., a difficult task), assist them. 5 ”

Agreed upon.
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Set forth by •al-Bukharl in al-Sahth: Bk.: al-Iman [The FaithJ, Ch.:

“Disobedience is from the Affairs of Pre-Islamic Ignorance,” 1:20 §30, and

in Bk.: al-
c
Itq [The Manumission], Ch.: “The Prophet’s Statement ‘Slaves

are your brothers, so feed them what you feed yourselves,’” 2:899 §2407;
•Muslim in al-Sahih: Bk.: al-Ayman [The Oaths], Ch.: “Feeding the Slave the

Same Amount as the Owner, Clothing him in the Same Amount of Clothing,

and not Burdening Him with More than He can Bear,” 3:1283 §1661; *al-

Bazzar in al-Musnad
, 9:2 §3996; •Abu cAwana in al-Musnad

, 4:83 §6072; •al-

Tahawl in Sharh Ma c

ani al-Athar
, 4:356; •al-Bayhaql in al-Sunan al-Kubra

,

8:7 §15555, and in *Shu cab al-lman
, 6:371 §8558; •al-Mundhirl in al-Targhib

wa al-Tarhfb, 3:149 §3445.
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Muhammad The Merciful

113/2. According to Abu Hurayra

“I heard Allah’s Messenger£ say, ‘Whoever frees a believing slave,

then for every part that he freed, Allah shall free a part of him from

the Hellfire—until he frees his private parts [from the Fire] on account

of freeing his (slave’s) private parts.’”

Agreed upon; this is the wording of Muslim.
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1 1 4/3. According to Abu Musa al-Ash
c
arI Allah’s Messenger &

said,

«3 Set forth by -al-Bukharl in al-Sahlh: Bk, al-‘Itq [The Manumission], Ch:

“What has been Reported Concerning Manumission “d lt

J
V,«“e

>J
U381; ‘Muslim in al-Sahlh: Bk.: al-'Itq [The Manumission] Ch.: The Virtue

of Manumission,” 1=1147 Si5°9. •al-Tirmidhi 'n

al-ayman [The Vows and Oaths], Ch.: “What has been Reported Regarding

the Reward for the One who Manumits a Slave,” 4:114 ^54C *aU^“* ‘ “
b

al-Kubr*, y.^o §943*; -Abo ‘Aw.na in al-Musnad,*£%%%«%
Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf.

,

3:118 §11633; ‘al-Bayhaqi in al-Sunan al-Kubra,

a Set iorth by .al-Bokhari in al-$ab,h: Bk.: »/-•«», [The Knowledge!, Ch

:

“Regarding a Man Teaching His Maidservant and His Family, 1.4 ^97,

•Muslim !l-SahTh: Bk, al-hnan [The Faith], Ch, “The Obligation to Have

Faith that the Messengership of Our Prophet Muhammad * is to al of

Humanity, and that His Religion Abrogates all other R^>gW “j*
•Ahmad b. planbal in al-Musnad, 4:395 §§402-s 4*45

*a >*

Bk al-Nik*h [The Marriage], Ch, “On Virtue in That,” *4*3

Nasa^i in al-Sunan: Bk, al-Nikth [The Marriage], Ch, “On a Man Freeing

H.s Slave girl and then Marrying Her,” 6:115 §3344; -Ibn Ma,ah in al-Sunan:

Bk, al-Nikab [The Marriage], Ch, “Regarding a Man who Frees H.s Slave girl

and then Marries Her,” 1:619 §1956; -Ibn Mandah m al-Iman, x: 5o4 §>95,
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There are three types of people who shall receive their reward
twice over: a man from the People of the Book who believes in his

Prophet and believes in Muhammad a slave who fulfils the right

of Allah and the right of his master, and a man who has a servant girl

whom he teaches good manners and gives her a good education, and
then frees her and marries her—for him there shall be two rewards. 5 ”

Agreed upon.
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115/4. According to Abu al-Yasar j&, the Prophet^ said,

“Feed your slaves from what you eat and clothe them with what
you wear. Indeed, it is easier for me to give him [a slave] something
from the delights of the world than his taking from my good deeds on
the Day of Resurrection.’”

Reported by Muslim, al-Tahawi and al-Bukharl in al-Adab [al-

mufrad].
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•Ibn Hibban in al-Sahth
, 9:360 §4053; •al-Bukharl in al-Adab al-mufrad

, 80
§203.

5 Set forth by •Muslim in al-Sahth

:

Bk.: al-Zuhd [The Renunciation], Ch.:
“The Long Hadith of Jabir and the Story of Abu Yusr,” 4:2303 §3007; »al-

Bukharl in al-Adab al-Mufrad
, 75 §187; •al-Tahawi in Sharh Ma canT al-Athar,

4 -356 ; •al-Tabarani in al-Mu cjam al-Kabtr
, 19:169 §379; •al-Quda 1

! in Musnad
al-Shihab

, 1:283 §462.
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116/5. According to Abu Mas cud al-Badri J*,,

“I was caning a servant boy of mine when I heard a voice behind

me, saying, ‘You should know, O Abu Mas c

ud,’ but I could not

recognize the voice due to my anger. When he came closer to me, lo

and behold, it was Allah’s Messenger JL He said, ‘You should know,

O Abu Mas c

ud. You should know, O Abu Mas c

ud.’ So I dropped the

cane from my hand and he said, ‘You should know, O Abu Mas c

ud,

that Allah has more power over you than you do over this servant.’

Upon hearing this, I said, ‘I shall never strike a slave again after this.’”

Reported by Muslim, Abu Dawud and al-Tirmidhl.

According to Abu Dawud (on the authority Abu Mas c

ud): “I said,

‘O Messenger of Allah! He is free for the sake of Allah Most High!’

He said, ‘Had you not freed him, the fire would have certainly stuck

to you or engulfed you.’”
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Set forth by •Muslim in al-$ahth: Bk.: al-Aymdn [The Oaths], Ch.: “On

Keeping the Company of Slaves and the Expiation for Striking One’s Slave,”

3:1281 §1659; *Abu Dawud in al-Sunan: Bk.: al-Adab [The Manners], Ch.:

“On the Rights of Slaves,” 4:340 §5 159; •al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan

:

Bk.: al-

Birr [The Piety and Familial Integration], Ch.: “The Prohibition of Striking

or Insulting a Servant,” 4:335 §1948;
#cAbd al-Razzaq in al-Musannaf

\

9:439,

446 §§17933? x7959; •al-Tabaranl in al-Mu cjam al-Kabtr
, 17:235 §684; * cAbd

b. Humayd in al-Musnad
, 1:107 §2-39; •al-Mundhirl in al-Targhlb wa al-

Tarhlb
, 3:147 §2438; •al-Bayhaq! in Shu^ab al-Iman

, 6:373 §8569.
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117I6. According to Hilal b. Yasaf,

An elderly man lost his temper and slapped his servant. Suwayd b.

Muqarrin said to him, ‘You will be helpless unless you free her. I

was the seventh of the seven sons of Banu Muqarrin and we only had
one servant among us and she was slapped by the youngest of us, so

Allah’s Messenger ^ ordered us to free her.’”

Reported by Muslim, Abu Dawud, al-Tirmidhl and al-Nasa’I.

According to al-Tirmidhl, “This is a fine authentic tradition.”
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118/7. According to Anas b. Malik

1,7
Set forth by •Muslim in al-Sahjh: Bk.: al-Aymdn [The Oaths], Ch.: “On

Keeping the Company of Slaves and the Expiation for Striking One’s Slave,”

3 :I279 §*658; •Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnact, 5:444 §2.3793; *Abu Dawud
in al-Sunan

:

Bk.: al-Adab [The Manners], Ch.: “On the Rights of Slaves,”

4 :34 z §5 l6^; •al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Bk.: al-Nudhur wa al-ayman [The
Books of Vows and Oaths], Ch.: “On what has been Reported Regarding a
Man Who Strikes His Servant,” 4:114 §1542; •al-Nasa ,Tin al-Sunan al-Kubra,
3 :I94 §5ox 3; *lbn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf

, 3:115 §12514; •al-Hakim in

al-Mustadrak
, 4:409 §8103; •al-Tabaranl in al-Mu^jam al-Kabir

, 7:86 §6451.

Set forth by •Muslim in al-Sahlh: Bk.: al-Fada'il [The Exemplary Virtues],

Ch.: The Prophet’s 0 Closeness to the People and Their Seeking of Blessings
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“When Allah’s Messenger$ prayed the morning prayer, the servants

of Medina would come with their containers full of water. Not a single

utensil was brought save that he would place his hand in it. And they

would come to him, more often than not, on a cold morning, but he

would [still] place his hand in them (to bestow blessing on them).”

Reported by Muslim, Ahmad and Ibn Humayd.

119/8. According to Anas b. Malik j&,

“If a slave-woman from the slave-women of Medina would take

Allah’s Messenger ^ by his hand (to seek his help in removing some

difficulty), she could take him wherever she liked.”

Reported by al-Bukharl and Ahmad.

from Him,” 4:1812 §2324; •Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad
, 3:137 §12424;

• cAbd Ibn Humayd in al-Musnad
, 1:380 §1274; •al-Bayhaql in Shu cab al-

Iman
, 2:154 §1429.
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Set forth by •al-Bukharl in al-Sahth: Bk.: al-Adab [The Good Manners],

Ch.: “On Pride,” 5:2255 §5724; •Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad
, 3:98

§11960; •Abu Nucaym in Hilyat al-Awliya\ 7:202; and cited by •al-NawawI

in Riyad al-$alihin §171.
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120/9. According to RabTa b. Kac

b al-Aslaml

“I used to spend the night with Allah’s Messenger & and I would
bring him water for ablution and other needs. (One day) he said to

me, ‘Ask (something).’ I said,
C

I ask you for your company in Paradise.’

He then asked, ‘Is there anything else you want to ask?’ ‘That is all,’

I replied. He then said, ‘In that case, help me in your favour with

abundant prostration.”’

Reported by Muslim, Abu Dawud and al-NasaT.

dj~>j If : ^ Ji • Jli jIp \ • /) T \

C <11
1 J j lo : jli # <0)1 JjJIij 42P jApI

^Ji
i Jlii j^P jipl

\xk Jiij Sjis jj\j jl^i oijj

121/10. According to
cAbd Allah b.

cUmar

“Once a man came to the Prophet # and asked, ‘O Messenger
of Allah! How often should I pardon my servant?’ Allah’s Messenger

remained silent until the man asked once more, “O Messenger of

Allah! How often should I pardon my servant?’ The Messenger then
replied, ‘Seventy times each day.’”

Reported by Ahmad, Abu Dawud and al-Tirmidhl. According to

al-Tirmidhl, “This is a fine tradition.”
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Set forth by ^Muslim in al-Sahth : Bk.: al-Salat [The Prayer], Ch.: “The
Virtue of Prostration and the Encouragement toward it,” 1:305 §489
121

Set forth by *Ahmad b. Hanbal in aUMusnad
, 2:111 §5899; *Abu Dawud

in al-Sunan: Bk.: al-Adab [The Good Manners], Ch.: “On the Rights of Slaves,”

4 :34 I §5*64; •al-Tirmidhl in al-Sunan: Bk.: al-Birr wa al-sila [The Piety and
Familial Integration], Ch.: “What has been Narrated about Pardoning One’s
Servant,” 4:336 §1949; •Abu Yac

la in al-Musnad
, 10:133 §5760; •al-Mundhirl

in al-Targhtb wa al-Tarhlb
, 3:151 §3458.
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12,2/11. According to Abu Hurayra j^, Allah’s Messenger said,

“The first three people to enter Paradise were presented to me: a

martyr, a modest and Godwary person, and a servant who worshipped

Allah with excellence and was sincere in his loyalty to his master.’”

Reported by Ahmad, al-Tirmidhi and Ibn Khuzayma. According

to al-Tirmidhi, “This is a fine tradition.”

123/12. According to Sallam b.
cAmr, a man from the Prophet’s

Companions ^ reported,

The Prophet said, ‘Your servants are your brothers; treat

them well [and in one narration, ‘so do well toward them’], seek their

assistance in that which is difficult for you, and assist them in that

which is difficult for them.’”

Reported by Ahmad, al-Bukharl in al-Adab [al-mufrad] and Abu
Yac

la.

122
Set forth by •Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad

, 2:425 §9488; •al-Tirmidhi

in al-Sunan: Bk.: Fada'il al-jihad [The Exemplary Virtues of Striving], Ch.:

“What has been Reported about the Reward of the Martyrs,” 4:1767 §1642;

•Ibn Khuzayma in al-Sahlh
, 4:8 §2249; »Ibn Abl Shayba in al-Musannaf, 8:268

§35969; #fbn Hibban in al-§abih
, 10:151 §4312; •al-TayalisI in al-Musnad

,

i:334 §9567*
123

Set forth by •Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad
, 5:58, 371 §§20600, 23 196;

•al-Bukharl in al-Adab al-Mufrad
, 76 §190; *Abu Yac

la in al-Musnad
,
2:221

§920.
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I2-4/I 3 - According to Abu Hurayra Allah’s Messenger ^ said,

The servant is your brother, so if he prepares some food for you,
have him sit down with you (and partake of it). If he refuses, feed him
anyway, and (if they commit some mistake), do not strike their faces.”

Reported by Ahmad, al-TayalisI (this wording is his), and al-

Bayhaql with a fine chain.
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125/14. According to
cAmmar b. Yasir Allah’s Messenger ^ said,

“There is no man who strikes his slave save that he will be shackled
on account of that on the Day of Resurrection.”

Reported by al-Bazzar and Abu Nucaym. According to al-

Mundhirl, This was narrated by al-Tabaranl and its sources
are reliable.” According to al-Haythaml, “It was narrated by al-

Bazzar and his sources are reliable.”
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Set forth by ‘Ahmad b. Hanbal in al-Musnad, 2:505 §10754; •al-Jayalisi

in al-Musnad, 1:312 §2369; •al-Bayhaqi in Shu‘ab al-lman, 6:373 §8567.
5 ^et f°rth by ‘al-Bazzar in al-Musnad, 4:237 §1399; *Abu Nu'aym in Hilyat

al-Awliya\ 4:378; ‘al-Mundhirl in al-Targklb wa al-Tarblb, 3:148 §3441; «al-

Haythaml in Majma c

al-Zawa'id, 10:353.
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126/15. According to
cAmr b. Hurayth Allah’s Messenger 0. said,

“Whatever you lighten from your servant’s workload will be a

reward on your scales [of good deeds].”

Reported by Ibn Hibban, Abu Yac
la and Ibn Humayd.

Set forth by »Ibn Hibban in al-$ahih: Bk.: al-
l
Itq [The Manumission], Ch.:

“On Keeping Company with Slaves,” 10:153 §43*45 *Abu Ya4a in al-Musnad,

3:50 §1472; ‘‘Abd Ibn Humayd in al-Musnad, 1:119 §284; »al-BayhaqI in

Shu‘ab al-lman, 6:378 §8589; ‘al-Haythaml in Mawarid al-Zam'an, 1:293

§1204.


